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Emergencies happen when you least expect them.

The Benefis Emergency Department
provides excellent care for patients
arriving with everything from a minor
emergency or iliness to those who may be
experiencing the worst day of their life.
This excellent care will continue for the
thousands of patients that arrive through the
doors of the ER each year, but soon that care
will be delivered in a new, state-of-the-art
facility designed for the future.

Benefis has one of only four Level Il Trauma
Centers in Montana. This means that highly
skilled teams are ready to respond 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year, to provide expert care
to tens of thousands of patients annually.
Over the years, there has been a huge
increase in demand for the Benefis
Emergency Department. The current
center was built in 1998 and was designed
to serve 24,000 patients per year. However,
they now care for more than 34,000 patients
per year, highlighting the need for a new
and improved Emergency Department.

The plans for the new state-of-the-art
Emergency Department are very ambitious.

The plans will address increasing the number
and size of rooms, improving efficiency to
rapidly assess patient needs and decrease
wait times, improving comfort for patients and
families, and implementing new, innovative
approaches and tools for patient care.

More specifically, the new Emergency
Department will have 33 rooms, up from
the 18 rooms currently. The new rooms
will be significantly larger and will allow family
members to be more actively involved with
their loved one’s care, as well as allocating
additional space for current and future
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technologies. The Emergency Department staff
is in the process of determining the best design
for the patient rooms. The Benefis Facilities team
built full-size mock-ups of the rooms for our
clinical teams to use in the process of designing
every detail of the rooms, as shown in the
photos on page 2.

Improved efficiency was of the utmost
importance when planning the design for
the new Emergency Department. There will
be multiple rooms at the front of the new
department where a physician will be on
hand to rapidly assess each patients’ needs.
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Additionally, the healthcare team stations
will be located where the nurses and
medical staff have direct line of sight
of the patients under their care.

Improving comfort has also been
an integral part of the plans for
the new center. A new main
entrance with a covered canopy

to the reception concourse and
waiting area is planned to provide
better protection from the elements.
An enclosed ambulance garage
with drive-through access is also
being added so ambulances will

no longer have to back up 200 feet
to unload patients outdoors in harsh
weather conditions.

Because of the commitment to make
this the best Emergency Department
possible for years to come, innovation
is playing a big part in the design

as well.

The innovations include:

# A two-room behavioral health
suite with a separate bathroom and
observation anteroom, so a patient
facing a psychiatric episode can be
cared for in a secure and calm setting.

# A two-room SANE (Sexual
Assault Nurse Exam) suite with a
separate bathroom and shower to
provide a safe and secure area for
interviews and a second room for
medical exams.

ﬁ New decontamination areas
adjacent to the new ambulance
garage and trauma rooms that can
be completely isolated to prevent the
entire Emergency Department from
being forced to close down in the
case of a highly contagious person or
group of people requiring treatment.

Kevin Langkiet, Benefis Director of
Emergency Services, is leading the
charge, with help from physicians,
Emergency Department staff, and
other departments such as radiology,
laboratory, surgery, IT services, and
housekeeping, as well as contractors
and design groups, to create the
best facility possible.

The Benefis Foundation Board of
Directors has committed to raising
$2.5 million of the $12.5 million the
new Emergency Department will
cost. Thanks to generous donors
we are more than a third of the
way to our goal, but we still

need help. 4+
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Here are a few ways
you can get involved

Make a gift by using the
enclosed giving envelope or
make your gift online at
benefisfoundation.org.

Ask us about naming
opportunities, such as naming
a new room in the department.

Let us come speak to your
service organization or group
about this important project.

Organize an event to benefit
the Emergency Department.
If you would like help with an
idea, please contact the
Benefis Foundation office at
406-455-5840.

Stay connected. Visit us online
at benefisfoundation.org and
like us on Facebook to learn
the latest news about the
Emergency Department project.

Full-size room mock-ups ensure that no detail is overlooked.

The Emergency Department worked with teams from across the system to make
sure the mock-up rooms were outfitted to handle any situation. Many departments,
such as Respiratory Therapy and Radiology, provided input on room design to

fully enhance the experience of their patients.



http://www.benefisfoundation.org/BenefisHealthcareFoundation/BenefisHealthcareFoundation.aspx
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Paul and | have bheen

friends since junior high,
and even then he
showed compassion and

care to others.

We went to high school
and college together, did
our residency together,
and worked together

in our practice.

Through all those years,
the good times and
not so good, | have had
nothing but admiration for
Paul and Cindy. They have
a constant, caring manner

toward everyone.

—Dr. Brice Addison

Dr. Paul & Cindy Dolan

Extraordinary Service and Gratitude

The Dolans have made it their life-long mission to serve others,

whether by providing patient care, mentoring young adults at risk, or

providing philanthropic support to causes that are important to them.

In the summer of 2012, Dr. Paul and Cindy
Dolan found themselves needing the services
that they had so often provided for others.
Their son, Kyle, became unexpectedly sick

- very sick. It became clear that something
was terribly wrong. He was rushed to the
Benefis Emergency Department with a high
fever, and his body was going stiff. Tests
were run, but they couldn’t determine what
the problem was. Kyle spent the next 26
days in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in a
coma and near death.

“His life was saved in the ER that day and
then twice again in the ICU. We couldn’t be
more grateful for the exceptional care he
received,” said Dr. Dolan. Cindy added,

“In fact, he did die.”

Cindy remembers Kyle telling her of seeing a
light leading to golden doors. He saw family
members who had already died welcoming
him. “He remembered hearing my voice
telling him that if it was his time, it was okay
and he would be with loved ones, but we
wanted him to stay,” said Cindy. “He said

he was told there that it wasn't his time.”

Because of that exceptional care and the
Dolans’ commitment to service and
philanthropy, the Dolans decided to generously
contribute $30,000 to name the Behavioral
Health Suite in the new Benefis Emergency
Department in honor of their son, Kyle.

Caring for those with mental iliness began many
years earlier for the Dolans when Kyle began
exhibiting signs of early depression when he
was in the third grade. His depression progressed
to seeing colors around people and developing
a superhero persona in the eighth grade. He
was given the psychiatric term of being a
“magical thinker.” Things continued to worsen
when a serious incident was averted in his
stagecraft class in high school. Coincidentally,
Cindy, who was already championing the best
care for those with mental illness, was
conducting a conference for the state Mental
Health Board at exactly the same time.

Kyle was diagnosed with schizophrenia and
hospitalized for three months at the Menninger
Clinic, an inpatient psychiatric hospital, then
located in Topeka, Kansas. During this time, they
discovered firsthand the gaps in mental health
services and the financial strain it can cause.
Kyle improved and came home to live, but the
ups and downs and the loving care needed to
live with mental illness continue to this day.

To truly understand Dr. Dolan and Cindy’s
commitment to serving others, we must go back
to the beginning of their story. It began when the
two met during freshman orientation at Concordia
College in Moorhead, Minnesota. It was there they
fell in love and were later married in 1975. Dr.
Dolan’s plans were to have a career in math, but
through the help of his high school friend and now,
fellow Benefis physician, Dr. Brice Addison, he
decided in his senior year of college to go to
medical school. Cindy obtained a degree in social
work with a minor in religion, and after graduation,
the two moved to Omaha, Nebraska where

Dr. Dolan attended medical school at Creighton
University Medical Center. That is when Cindy
began her career as a social worker.

Continued on page 4

The Dolans’ son Kyle had a near-death experience and
spent 26 days in the ICU at Benefis in 2012.




The Dolans then moved to Rochester,
Minnesota where Dr. Dolan completed his
residency in Internal Medicine at the Mayo
Clinic. After residency, they moved to
Claremore, Oklahoma, where Dr. Dolan
worked for Claremore Indian Hospital,
gaining experience caring for the Native
American population.

By the time the Dolans moved to Great Falls,
Montana in 1986, they had already amassed a
long list of accomplishments centered on
serving others and making others’ lives better.
In the midst of building careers in medicine and
social work, they were also raising their own
young children, Jessica, Kyle, and Peter.

Upon moving to Great Falls, Dr. Dolan joined
Dr. Brice Addison and his father in practice,
and Dr. Dolan and Cindy quickly became active
community members. Dr. Dolan added a
geriatrics certificate and became the Medical
Director for the nursing home at Benefis
between 1993 and 2005. He was the Chief of
Staff when Columbus Hospital and Deaconess
Hospital merged to create Benefis, and
volunteered for the school board in his spare
time. After the merger in 1996, he was on the
planning commission and joined the hospital
board. In 2003, Dr. Dolan joined the Benefis
Administration team and is currently the Chief
Medical and Information Officer at Benefis
Health System.

While Dr. Dolan was busy caring for patients
over these years, Cindy was making sure that
the underserved and especially those with
mental ilness and developmental issues were
not forgotten in Montana. She worked with the
state Mental Health board, The Montana State
Board of Visitors, CASA, Lutheran Mission
Action, and the Boys and Girls Club, to name
a few organizations.

“l have always cared about the underdog.
It has been my mission in life to look after
people,” said Cindy.

Her passion for caring for the “underdog”
continued as she founded the For Children
Coalition in 1998 and served as its CEO. She
started a program under the coalition called
the AGAPE Youth Investment Center, with a
mission of helping young adults age 17 to 21
who were homeless and needed a residence
and guidance to move forward with their lives.

With all of the challenges they have faced over
the years, Dr. Dolan and Cindy have remained
dedicated to each other, to their children, and

Above: Kyle made a remarkable recovery. Right: The Dolans

to the community. Through service and
philanthropic support of programs for which they
have a passion, these two individuals

have improved countless lives.

In honor of Kyle and those who have struggled
with mental iliness, Dr. Dolan and Cindy
established the Behavioral Health Endowment

to benefit behavioral health services at Benefis.

This endowment, established in 2011, supports
education and other needs associated with
addiction medicine and mental disorders. The
endowment is at work today and will continue to
support these services long into the future.

The Dolans’ most recent contribution made in
honor of Kyle will name the Behavioral Health
Suite in the Benefis Emergency Department.
This two-room suite will feature a separate
bathroom and observation anteroom so that a
patient facing a psychiatric crisis can be cared
for in a safe, secure, and calming setting.

When asked what they see for themselves in the
future, Cindy answered for the both of them.
“We'll still be in love and, of course, helping our
family and others in need whenever we can.” 4

are young at heart, playfully posing in the giant Adirondack chair at West Glacier.

You can help
support the
Behavioral
Health
Endowment
at Benefis

The Endowment was
created by the Dolans
in Kyle’s honor. You
can honor a friend or
loved one affected by
addiction or mental
iliness with your
contribution.

To make a gift, you may use
the enclosed giving envelope
and mark that you wish it to be
used for the Behavioral Health
Endowment at Benefis or
make your gift online at
benefisfoundation.org.


http://www.benefisfoundation.org/BenefisHealthcareFoundation/BenefisHealthcareFoundation.aspx

Tough Enough to Wear Pink—Central Montana

Donates Nearly $10,000 to Help Cancer Patients

In an effort to reach
cancer patients in
Central Montana
who aren’t able to
travel to Great Falls
for appointments and
treatment, Benefis
Sletten Cancer Institute
medical oncologists
have been offering
outreach clinics in
Lewistown a few times
a month to allow
existing patients to
receive follow-up care
closer to home.

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of a small group of
people doing great things, important support services
for cancer patients will now be available in Lewistown.

Tough Enough to Wear Pink-Central Montana
recently gave a generous gift of $9,750 to the
Benefis Foundation to benefit cancer patients
who live in Judith Basin, Fergus, Wheatland,
Golden Valley, Musselshell, Petroleum, and
Garfield Counties. About $3,000 of the donation will
be used to buy gas cards to help cancer patients with
travel costs associated with their care, an item that
can quickly add up as patients drive hundreds of miles
round trip to get to Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute

in Great Falls. The remaining funds will then be used
to offer additional services—such as support groups,
cosmetology services including wigs, prosthetics and
bra fittings, genetic counseling, and more—to patients
in the Lewistown area and beyond.

“Getting to Great Falls for treatment is one thing,”
said Betsy Smith, Genetic Counselor at Benefis Sletten
Cancer Institute. “But to come here for the many
services we provide to patients in addition to the
treatment is another thing. We’re trying to be as
comprehensive as we can with our approach, and
we’re excited about this new opportunity to take
some of these services to patients in Lewistown
who otherwise may not have access to them.”

Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute serves as an essential
resource for those in Great Falls and the expansive
surrounding region who have the misfortune of needing
cancer care. Tough Enough to Wear Pink—Central
Montana began partnering with the institute in 2014 to
help cancer patients in Central Montana by providing
gas and meal gift cards for when they had to travel

for appointments. The group has also provided hotel
vouchers to help meet housing needs, in addition to
the Gift of Life Housing, which is available to people
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Central Montana Tough Enough to Wear Pink Committee
spokesperson Anna Morris, far right, and several of

this hardworking group, presented a check to Benefis
Foundation’s Marilyn Parker, bottom right.

who live outside of Great Falls but are undergoing
treatment at Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute.

Tough Enough to Wear Pink-Central Montana holds
several annual fundraisers, including a pancake breakfast,
prime rib dinner, golf tournament, and events at the
Central Montana Fair and Stanford Stampede. Along
with donating to the Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute,
they also give to Liberty Medical Center and a cancer-
screening program in Lewistown, as well as to cancer
centers in other Montana cities. The group originally
focused on helping breast cancer patients, but thanks
to amazing support from their community, they are able
to help patients with other types of cancer as well.

“We keep fundraising because it’s not a matter of
if you will be affected by cancer, it’s a matter of
when cancer will personally affect you, whether
it’s you or a family member,” said Anna Morris, a
founding member of the group. “We want to help
people because one day some of us may be in
the same situation.”

Since the beginning, Anna and other members of
Tough Enough to Wear Pink-Central Montana have
worked with Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute to identify
ways to best serve patients from Central Montana with
their donations, and they plan to continue doing so.

“What a wonderful group of individuals to work
with,” said Jodi Dake, Patient Navigator at Benefis
Sletten Cancer Institute. “We are grateful to continue
partnering with Tough Enough to Wear Pink-
Central Montana to take the best care of our
Central Montana patients.” 4+

Two Tax-wise
Giving Tools

Charitable
IRA Rollover

For people who are
age 70"z or older, a
charitable distribution
from your IRA is a
tax-favored way to
make a gift. Amounts
given in this way count
toward the IRA required
minimum withdrawal
amount and are not subject
to income tax. These gifts
must be directly transferred
from your IRA administrator
to the charity. Contact your
IRA administrator or tax
advisor for more information.

Montana
Endowment
Tax Credit

Gifts that qualify for the
Montana Endowment
Tax Credit are another
tax-savvy way to make
charitable contributions.
To learn more about this
opportunity, please contact
us. We make it easy for
you and provide all the
information needed for your
tax preparation.

To learn more about
tax-wise giving, call
Marilyn Parker at
455.5836. +
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The theme of this year’s campaign was
Everyday Heroes, Be a Lifesaver.
Heroism was very evident during the 2016-2017
We Care! We Share! Campaign through the generosity

displayed by Benefis Health System employees.

The month-long campaign lived up to its name with
record-breaking results. More than 1,200 everyday heroes
donated $473,479 to support Benefis Health System
Foundation and other local nonprofits.

Eighty-eight percent of the donations were directed toward
Benefis Foundation programs such as Benefis Emergency
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Benefis Employees Donate $473,479 —
Becoming Heroes for So Many

Services, Angel Fund, Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute, and
Peace Hospice, providing support to these and other
critical programs and services. This year’s campaign
focused on support for the construction of the new
Benefis Emergency Department—employees generously
contributed nearly $130,000 towards that project.

Employees once again joined together to donate more
than $67,000 to the Foundation’s employee /volunteer

compassion fund, Caring For Our Own.

The names of these caring and sharing employees are
found on the following pages.
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I am passionate about contributing and bave done
so since I started over 35 years ago when I was a

CNA. I often support the Caring for Our Own
program because of how it bas belped multiple
staff members in the past, but this year I chose to
support the Benefis Emergency Department campaign
because of the importance of these much-needed
improvements to the Emergency Department.

It is my pleasure to donate every year.

Deb Vance, Director Patient Flow and Medical Nursing Services
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I choose to participate in the We Care We Share campaign each year and
donate to eitber the Gift of Life Housing or Hospice. Over the years, I have
bad the opportunity to visit with patients and their family members who were
grateful to bave these programs available to them in their time of need.

Jennifer Irish
Kylie Ironbear
Jennifer Irvin
Lauri Jackson
Sharon Jackson
Shelia Jackson
Sheryl Jackson
Rebecca Jacobson
Kristi Jarrett

Dr. Mike Jasumback
Kai Jendresen
Senya Jensen
Anthony Jerald
Amanda Johns
Heather Johns
Arleen Johnson
Ashlee Johnson
Belinda Johnson
Carma Johnson
Crystal Johnson
Jami Johnson
Jordan Johnson
KC Johnson

Lea Johnson
Les Johnson
Lester Johnson
Nicole Johnson
Sheri Johnson
Stacey Johnson
Teresa Johnson
Cheryl Johnston
Cathy Jones
Erin Jones
Garnet Jones
Krystal Kackley
DawnRae Kafka
Kim Kancir
Saneyee Karve
Margaret Kaseta
Deborah Keck
Fendall Keggi
Kelly Keilman
Anthony Kelleher
Jordan Keller
Kelsey Keller
Linda Keller
Maunay Kelley

I am proud to donate to the Benefis Foundation because they are a vital part
of our ovganization and they belp so many people.

Judy Kenmir

Lisa Kervi

Lisa Keville
Jessica Keyser
Shannon Kildare
Wendy Killham
Danielle Kimmet
Robyn Kimmet
Tina Kinder
Melissa Kindred
Tom Kinney
Amanda Kinsey
Nevada Kirby
Timothy Kirk
Rory Klaue

Jan Klein

Marsha Kline
Karlie Knick
Alisa Knott

Amie Knudson
Patrick Knuth
Hilary Knutson
Diane Knutson-Gilmor
Connie Kochman
Ami Koehmstedt
Carol Kommers
Ben Konesky
Susan Koning
Jay Kopp

Stuart Kopps
Gene Koppy
Mary Koppy
Katherine Korell
Linda Krajacich
Dr. Thomas Krajacich
Tristina Krakenberg
Amy Kramlich
Jeanette Kranz
Shawnna Krause
Dave Krebs
Pamela Krische
Colleen Kuhn
Randy Kuiper
Shelley Kuntz
Lisa Lachenmeier
Lorie Lacher
Dawn Lacy Smith

The Benefis We Care We Share Campaign elevates the concept of giving to a whole new level.
The Caring for Our Own Fund is one of my favorites because it belps employees going
througb a difficult time financially. My second favorite is the Children’s Bereavement Fund.
With a past diagnosis of cancer and being a mommy of three little girls, I cannot tell you
bow many nights I lay awake thinking of how my children would cope without me.

Gratefully, Benefis Peace Hospice of Montana would warmly and lovingly accept my
children and our community’s children with open arms and warm bearts due to the
Children’s Bereavement Fund.

Jodi Dake, Oncology Patient Navigator, Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute



Teresa LaFountain
Lacey LaFurge
Roxanne Lamar
Edie Lambert
Amanda Lamere
Kim Lamigo
Renee Lance
Kevin Langkiet
Kayla Lapke
Marlene Largent
Debra Larocque
Janet LaRocque
Mike LaRocque
Cliff Larson
Diane Larson
Nataly Larson
Nicole Larson
Peggy Larson
Reynold Larson
Jolene Lartch
Susan Lathrop
Birdie Lauver
Zack Lavinder
Debbie Lawrence
Tracy Leach
Ashley Leatzow
Michelle Ledding
Richard Ledding
Laurel Lee

Lona Lee
Mandilynn Lee
Susan Lee
Mary Leibrand
Kerstin Leigland
Jan Leishman-Donahue
Cheryl Leitheiser

Pat Lemler

Debra Lennox

Dora Leo

Jamie Leonard

Emelia Leonardson
Ronnie Leveque

John Lewis

Mary Lewis

Rikki Leyba

Amber Licht

Joanne Liggett

Hope Lindberg

Linda Lindberg

Amy Linder

Joyce Lindgren

Lisa Lindquist

Bernie Linn

Kimber Linn

Ellie Lique

Cesar Llamas

Joe Lo Duca

Kelly Loders

Sandra Loftin

Connie Lomas

Employee Giving coines

Cherry Loney
Mark Long
Glenna Lorang
Lyla Lords
Jeff Lorio
Anna K. Love
Taylor Lucero
Mike Lumley
Rodney Lutes
Barbara Lynch
Eric Mackey

Leandra Madrigal
Marshall Magnuson
Tobia Magruder
Kayla Manan
Jordan Mancey
Staci Mansch
Ryan Marchion
Joan Marinaccio
Dr. Charles Marler
Tiffany Marsh
Jennifer Marshall
Debbie Martin
Erica Martin
Naomi Martin
Traci Martin

Helen Martin-Lee
Francie Martinez
Sharon Martinson
Tracie Massey
Tosha Matejovsky
Dr. Cari Matthews
Jean Matus

Rick Matye

Garri Mauch

Kari Mauch
Maxwell Mauch
Darci May
Michelle May
Carrie McBride
Andrew McCarthy
Sandra McClure
Caroline McConville
Deb McCracken
Kevin McCrea
Bryan McCulloch
Ashley McDonald
Nicole McDonald
Sara McGlothlin
Robin Mcgurran
Christina McIntosh

Lacey McIntosh
Connie McKelvey
Connie McKinley
Kathy McLain
Cindy McLendon
Michelle McMann
Betty McManus
Katrine McMath
Cheryl Menghini
Laura Merchant
Vicki Mertes

Kari Nelson
Stephanie Nelson
Vickie Nelson
Wade Nelson

Dr. Shawn Nesho
Julie Neuman
Adrea Nevin

Jill Newbrough
Debra Newlon
Mike Newman
Tammy Newman

Tiffany Otheim
Rosetta Otto
Paula Ouert
Sadie Oyer
Crystal Page

Dr. Gina Painter
Jeffery Palen
Darcy Paliga
John Paliga
Amanda Palmer
Linda Panagopoulos

Dani Prinzing
Dominic Puckett
Becky Pugh

Matt Raab
Kendra Rabenberg
Arthur Rabinowitz
Traci Raines
Theresa Rambo
Charlene Ramirez
Julie Ramsey
Sandy Ramstead

Lisa Rubino
Teryn Rudolph
Lisa Ruff

Molly Rummel
David Runkel
Karla Rustin
Tanya Rutherford
Patricia Ryan
Dean Rybarczyk
Janet Ryffel
Andrew Sakalis

Giving to the campaign is very important to me because I have watched
co-workers and now employees under me go through terrible grief-stricken
periods when funds are tight and family members are in need of their belp. A
small amount can make such a buge difference when someone is in crisis. 1
bave even been the recipient of such funds when my busband was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s three years ago and we made an emergency
trip to a neurologist in Arizona. Getting that plane ticket covered was such
a load off our minds as we considered what the future bad in store and we
appreciated the belp more than words could ever express. It means a lot to
me to be able to contribute to those in need.

Debbie Schmid, Endoscopy Supervisor

Mariah Messimer
Kelly Michel
Brandee Michelotti
Carol Mickealson
Tina Migneault
Dawn Miller

Judy Miller

Mary Miller

Ann Mills

Austin Mills

Jaimie Mills

Laura Milos
Elizabeth Mitchell
Amber Molnar
Margarita Montalvan
Sheila Montemayor
Ana Moody
Courtney Moody
Shelly Moody
Laurie Moore
Jason Morefield
Ted Morigeau
Amber Mort
Jessica Moses
Monique Moss
Pamela Muchmore
Sue Munoz-Atkinson
Callie Munski
Phillip Murphy
Susan Murphy
Barbara Murszewski
Keyna Myers
Veronica Myre
Michelle Nack
Michael Nagel
Maxine Nakai
Mandee Nardinger
Dianne Nash
Brenda Neiffer
Janelle Nelson

Denise Nichols
Judy Nichols
Shelby Nichols
Stephanie Niemeyer
Jenny Nightingale
Brittany Noble
Johanna Noland
Sarah Nolevanko
Alexandria Norman
Ann Norton

Tryna Noyd
Christopher Nygard
Jamie Nygard

Julie O’Born
Marlene 0'Connell
Teresa O’Connell
Liz 0’Connor
Sarah O’Connor
Samantha O’Hara
Carol Obenhoff
Leona Ober

Lisa Obrien

Ann Ocenosak
Rebecca Ogden
Kelly Oleson

Terry Olinger
Robert Olmstead
Catherine Olson
llona Olson

Jo Lynn Olson
Kimberly Olson
Leah Olson

Gaye Olson-0broslinski
Rosanne Olszewski
Sadie Ondick
Barbara Orr
Kenton Orr

Dean Orvis

Ginny Osterman
Stefanie Ostrom

Vivian Pankratz
Lisa Pappa
Penny Parce
Kathi Parker
Marilyn Parker
Michael Parker
Kimberly Partridge
Sherrel Passmore
Nichole Patton
Amber Paul
Jacqueline Peart
Pamela Pederson
Becki Pedretti
Rhonda Perkins
Amy Permann
Hailey Perry

Amy Peterson
Billie Jo Peterson
Wendy Peterson
Mysti Petronek
Conni Pfleger
Melissa Phillips
Nikki Phillips
Patricia Phinney
Robert Picard
Amanda Picchi
Rose Picchi
Debora Pietrykowski
Amber Pinski
Shaista Pirzada
Dr. Emilia Ploplys
Pamela Polutnik
Angela Poor
Megan Powell
Darcy Powers
Angela Pratt
Tamara Pray
Terry Preite

Bill Preston
Meghan Prince

Peggy Randono
Darcy Rasmussen
Lauren Ravelli
Elaine Raymond
June Raymond
Codie Redford
Roger Reevis
Shelby Regan
Camile Reovan
Latoya Reovan
Debi Reynolds
Penny Reynolds
Cynthia Rice
Clifford Richards
Karin Richins
Phillip Riegelmeier
Josh Ringer
Christopher Rio
Kelly Rio

Jen Roady
Wendy Roan

Lee Roath

Laurie Roberts
Dee Jay Robinson
Lindsey Robinson
Michael Robinson
Vicki Robinson
Brenda Roebuck
Kelly Rogers
Theresa Rogers
Vicki Rogers
Kristin Ronke
Bonnie Root
Vickie Ropp

Judy Rosales
Michael Rosalez
Holly Ross

Kathi Ross
Desiree Roth
Kristen Rowen

Darcy Salgado
Jeannette Salmonsen
Linda Salois
Brandon Sand

Erin Sand

Krystle Sandefur
Crystal Sanford
Clayton Satra
Felicia Saunders
Rebekah Schaefer
Anne Schaeffer
Scott Schandelson
Sara Scheer
Colter Schilling
Kimberly Schilling
Debbie Schmid
Kristin Schmidt
Diane Schmitt
Kathy Schmock
Michele Schneider
Kathleen Schnitzer Clark
Fred Schoby
Marynda Schrapps
Elizabeth Schreher
Heather Schriver
Brian Schruth

Kari Schubarth
Laura Schultz
Jennifer Schulze
Rebecca Schweigert
Amy Scott

Gregg Scott

Linda Scott
Michele Scott

Ray Scribner

Emily Seabolt
Dawn Sechena
Leslie Seltzer
Shelby Senger
Rochelle Shadrick



Kelsey Shammel
Jana Shank
Jennifer Shatto
Jerry Shaw

Lora Shedd
Michelle Sheedy
Connie Sherman
Karrie Sherman
Shari Shettel
Elaine Shine
Denise Shortridge
Kathy Shryne
Leann Shuman
Melissa Shuman
Mark Simon
Linda Simonich
Harnek Singh
Sydne Skaer
Cody Skilling
Christina Skinner
Jason Skinner
Tracy Skocilich
Lydia Skoog
Shannon Sloan
Aubrey Smartt
Ameda Smith
Debra Smith
Elizabeth Smith

Ligaya Smith
Candy Smith
Scott Smith
Selina Smith
Wendy Smith
Penny Smoot
Jacquelynn Snider
Karyn Sowa
Sandra Sowa
Donald Don Spady
Mckenzie Spalinger
Susan Stanaland
Anthony Stanford
Robert Stauffer
Amber Steers
Amy Steinke
Aubree Steveson
Lorrie Stewart
Shawna Stewart
Jean Stillwell
Bernadette Stock
Marsha Stokes
Jackson Storm
Susan Story
Katherine Stover
Zachary Stricklin
Brittany Stubbs
Kelly Stubbs

Harold Stuckman
Debora Sudan
Karl Summers
Stephanie Summers
Amy Sundstrom
Cherry Supalla
John Surak

Alan Tabaracci
Daniel Tacke

Carol Tadej
Claudia Tang

Dr. Tang

Kayla Tank

Sierra Tarantino
Aranda Taylor
Caleb Taylor

Lee Taylor

Renee Teberg

Sue Terry

Dennis Teves
Aurelia Thomas
Jay Thomas
Crystal Thompson
Jesse Thompson
Jody Thompson
Karen Thornton
Deb Thoroughman
Michelle Thoroughman

Danielle Tierney
Dr. Greg Tierney
Kristin Tiersch
Roberta Tilleman
Kelly Timmer
Teresa Timmerman
Crystal Todd
Nancy Toms

Sue Tonne
Christina Toon
Kaitlin Torres
Colette Trainor
Nora Tramp
Roberta Treis
Laura Trujillo
Carlene Turner
Brittney Turville
Vicki Tuttle
Krystal Tweet
Katie Ueland
Kathy Ulery
Kathleen Umphres
Jim Van De Riet
Cassie Van Slyke
Michelle Van
Valkenburg
Annette Vance
Deb Vance

Donating to Benefis Foundation is a fulfilling way to
support the staff at Benefis and the community. None of
us could provide the services we do without a support
staff’that is conscientious and well trained. By donating
to the “Caring For Our Own” fund, I bope to provide
my support through the Foundation to all those who
are part of the Benefis team and my “Work Family.”

Dr. Gina Painter, DPM, Podiatry, Diplomate ABPM & ABFAS

Sherry Vance
Harmony Vandekop
Cari Vandenacre
Gunnar VanderMars
Laura Vanni-Kelly
Kristine Vickers
Patty Vielle

Wendy Vincent

Jill Voegel

Chuck Volf

Lisa Volk

Peggy Vollrath
Kelsey Wadsworth
Melissa Wagnild
Julia Wahl

Steven Walden

Dr. Douglas Waldo
Paula Walker

Julie Wall

John Wallace
Jacqueline Walraven
Nicole Walsh

Beth Walter

Ronald Ward
Susan Ward

Gene Warehime
Madison Warehime
Sue Warren

Gerald Wasson
Pamela Watkins
Ann Watson
Lance Watson
Laurie Watson
Brooke Watt
Robin Watz

Allen Way

Karlyn Weaver
Wendy Weaverling
Kenneth Webb
Brent Weber
Summer Weidow
Richard Weil
Matthew Weiler
Mary Weinberg
Pamela Weiss
Dr. Nicole Wellman
Donester
Cynthia Wester
Cindy Whitaker
Amber White
Judy White

Kara White
Sarah White
Sherry White
Rebecca White Davis
Lisa Whitford
Velma Whitt
Brock Wiegand
Camille Wiegand
Mari Wilbur
Shawn Wilford
Andrea Wilke
Jessica Willett
Diana Williams
Judy Williams
Toni Willis
Vianna Willmarth
Carla Wills

Apply Now for Healthcare Scholarships

Debbie Wilmore
Annie Wilson
Dan Wilson
Matthew Wimett
Tawnee Winberry
Kelly Winters
Leza Winters
Logan Winters
Don Wipf

John Wirsching
Amy Wisherd
Jeffery Wohler
Breanna Wojciechowski
Sarah Woloszyn
Tracie Wood
Lucinda Woodland
Ashley Woods
April Woods-Tatarka
Victoria Worrell
Donald Worth
Melissa Wynegar
Mishell Wynegar
Betsy Yaeger
Kathy Yarger
Angela Young
Jeff Young

Joyce Young
Robin Young
Jessa Youngers
Jim Yturri

Beth Yurek
Christie Zigan
Ron Zobrak
Kelsey Zomer
Michael Zook
Sarah Zook
Cheri Zrowka
Megan Zuhoski
Tamara Zuidema

Applications for financial assistance through
the Benefis Health System Foundation’s
Healthcare Scholarship Program are
available now for students pursuing degrees
in healthcare.

The available scholarships along with
the application form are listed online at
benefisfoundation.org.

The deadline to apply for both
Fall 2017 and Spring 2018
semesters is June 1.

Last year, Benefis Foundation awarded
48 students from Great Falls and the
surrounding region with a total of
$88,000 in scholarships.

Help make careers in healthcare
possible with your gift today!

We are so grateful for the many
generous donors who have
supported the Benefis Foundation’s
Healthcare Scholarship Program,
making dreams come true for so
many students wishing to pursue

a career in healthcare.

If you would like to contribute to the
Healthcare Scholarship Program, you
may make a gift by using the enclosed
envelope or by making your gift online
at benefisfoundation.org. 4
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Tucked away in the mountains outside of Neihart,
Camp St. Thomas is the picture of serenity.

The weather is clear for a Friday in October and the
empty grounds and still pond water give no impression
of the energy building inside the community room,
where a group of near strangers are building a
framework of something transformative.

Darcy’s Hope showcases the most important power of
philanthropy, the ability to respond to tragedy with compassion
and build something lasting and vital from the ashes.

The camp’s namesake, Darcy Lynn Dengel, was a flight nurse with
Benefis Mercy Flight who gave her life in service on February 6,
2007. Darcy loved Camp Francis and for seven years she made
sure that one week of her vacation was spent there as a volunteer.

In her memory, her friends and family created Darcy’s Hope to
carry the magic of Camp Francis to teens and young adults too
old for camp.

Teenagers’ grief is often compounded by the struggles that come
with the transition to adulthood. The experience of Darcy’s Hope
is driven by these differences.

Camp opens like any new, social group should — with an ice
breaker. And as the campers describe what “Sounds Like
Respect/Looks Like Support/ Feels Like Safety” to each of them,
they begin relaxing, leaning into the circle, and sharing ideas with
each other. Most importantly, they are casually building the
boundaries of camp.

Camp Director Dawn O’Leary describes the process of these ice
breakers and introductions as “building the container.”

“It’s all about how to make this a place to invest in, a safe
place for them. If you’re invested, you’re more likely to trust
(the process),” she said.

The idea of “building the container” is rooted in the relationship between
campers, no matter how new. They come from a wide range of
places (geographically and metaphorically). Some were counselors
at Camp Francis first; others are brand new to the program.

“We shoot for a balance of new and returning kids. It helps build
the culture of camp,” Dawn said. “Your peers can be so powerful.
Sometimes it’s easier to buy into the process and believe if
someone your own age is telling you, ‘Yes, this works.’”

Darcy’s Hope—An Oasis for Teens StrUégling with Bereavement

Even within the returning campers there is a wide range of
experience. Some have only attended camp, others have
volunteered as teen counselors at Camp Francis. All of them
believe in the magic of this weekend.

Some of the campers, like Andi Abarr, are familiar with the
routines of camp. “I've been counting down the days to come
back,” she said. “Being a volunteer and a camper both, you
get a powerful experience, but being a camper is different,
especially because you don’t know the schedule.”

Her fellow teen counselor and camper, Jake Goodrich, agreed.

“l like how here we can focus on ourselves without having to
worry about the kids. There’s a big difference in the attitude
from one camp to the other. We can just be teens.”

That focus on the self helps make Darcy’s Hope an oasis for teens
struggling with bereavement.

Volunteer Deb Loutit, a retired public school psychologist and
six-time volunteer, likes the breaks for lightheartedness as well.
“The mix of grieving and fun is very healthy. Kids don’t sustain

grief the way adults do.”

By taking those breaks between moments of intense focus, she
added, “they are able to process fully and naturally.”

The purpose of Darcy’s Hope is transformation. For many of the
teens, this means a transformation from grief to growth, or from
strangers to friends.

For volunteer Darleen Cashman, it meant a transformation from
duty to privilege. Darleen found Darcy’s Hope almost by accident.
She schedules the bus that transports the teens to and from
camp, and in 2014 her driver dropped out at the last minute.

So she took the responsibility on herself.

That year, like every other, the campers end the weekend by
sealing wishes for themselves and their loved ones inside balloons
and releasing them into the sky.

Darlene’s eyes fill with tears as she describes watching the
ceremony that first year. “l lost my mother earlier (in 2014) and
as the balloons rose into the sky they seemed to take on new
colors. | could feel the overwhelming presence of those being
remembered as though they were right there with us.”

This year she told camp organizers, “No matter what, you will
always have a driver.” 4



Your Gifts Make a Real Difference

Benefis Health System Foundation is grateful to the many caring donors who support our mission of
improving and enbancing bealthcare services in Great Falls and Northcentral Montana.
Thank you for making an important difference for people and families in our region.
Donors listed gave gifts October 1 through January 31.
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Ruth A. Andersen
Thomas & Carole Angland
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Ardelle C. Watkins
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Edward & Rhee Wirtz
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IN MEMORY OF

Jack H. Anderson
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Roger K. Larsen
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James A. Super

Dr. Kennard & Marie Kapstafer
Judy A. Waring

Beverly G. Edwards

Robert Willis

Dennis & Carroll Weir

Ann Willis

Joe Willis

IN'HONOR OF

Dr. William & Juanita
McGregor
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Rebecca S. Samson, NP
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Stockmens Bank
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Diane J. Walker

W. Russel Waring
Patricia M. Wheeler
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Join the
Caring Hearts
Monthly Giving Club
and support the
Benefis Foundation
fund or program
that’s dearest to
your heart.

¥

We can set it up for you
to give through
your bank account
or by credit card.
It's that easy!

Call us at 406.455.5840
to learn more.
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Continued on page 12



Your Giits Create Lasting Legacies

Greatest Need
Fund & Endowment

Associated Veterinary Services
Cheryl D. Austin

Richard C. Bennett

Eugene Blackman, Jr
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Beth Murphy
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Edward & Beverly Rehor
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IN MEMORY OF
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Richard Hanson *
Dawn S. Holt *

Guy F. Huestis, Jr *
Nancy Newcomb Hunt
William & Joyce Coyle
John J. Kennedy *
John A. Koslosky *
Rick & Deb Evans

Don & Susan Hamilton
Arthur & Sandra Matteucci
Ron & Pennie Vihinen
Wells Fargo Foundation
Rosemarie H. Kostas *
Dr. Henry B. Lorentz *
David D. Madson *

Raymond K. Maier
Catherine A. Maier

Jessie Maneely

David & Marilynn Leland
Joseph R. Marra *
Michael R. Mays

Ligaya P. Mays

Susan Spencer MCcabe
Stu & Janie Nicholson

Jewel M. McElhenney
James & Mary Larson

John J. McNaught *
M. Abby Meschberger *

Lyla M. Meske
Harlan & Patricia Orham

Dewane M. Myre
Caroline G. Gillispie

Richard S. 0’Brien *

Margaret C. Olson
Richard L. & Rosemary Stuker

Homer L. Potts
Evelyn R. Kelman
Jon & Danielle Mewes

William B. Roberts *
John R. Skees *

Marcia Staigmiller
Bob J. Baldwin

Marjorie V. Stapp *

Lester L. Stevenson
Ellsworth & Margaret Graff

Leslie M. Turner
William & Carolyn Erickson
James & Mary Larson

Dr. W. Barry Valacich *
Rollin Van De Riet *
Daren Vick *

Gerald H. Vosherg *
Frontier Social Committee
Pete & Stacey Rowe

Leland J. Walker *
B. Mark Whipple *
David W. Wilson *
Iva L. Wiseman *
Roger F. Wolter *

James M. Wylder *
*lke & Mary Ann Kaufman
Memorial Donations

IN'HONOR OF
Donna Caruso-Hirst
Roma Careaga

JoLynn J. Olson
C. Mark Davis

Peace Hospice &
Peace Hospice
Residential Funds
& Endowments

Alice Lee Lund Charitable Trust
Demorise & Frances Allen
Homer & Susan Arthur

Bradley Bechard

Ann Bullis

James Carter

Thomas & Gail Clark

Taylor & Courtney Crouch
Gary & Kathleen Davis

Falls Mechanical Services LLC
Phyllis M. Hansen

Nancy Hein & Clari Jo Hein-Davis

Janine M. Hendricks
Donald & Cherie Johnson
Rosalie M. Kiernan
Melanie A. Kuntz
Dr. Richard & Lorena Lauritzen
Leon K. Lenz
Linnell, Newhall, Martin

& Schulke, P.C.
MacDonald Heating & Cooling
Connie J. Maier
George & Colleen McCabe
James & Rose McCarvel
Kimberly A. McCleary
Gertrude K. Muckey
Hal & Julie Robbins
Pia Schermele
Dale & Judy Schwanke
Nora K. Seekins
Mary Pat Smith
Heather K. Spurzem
Studio Montage
The Boutique LLP
Thomas W. Zadick
Zeller Family Foundation

IN MEMORY OF

Jeffrey A. Anderson
Calvin & Shirley Anderson
Family & Friends

Dale & Vickie Johnson
Peggy Poor

Frank & Joellen Potter

Nancy J. Armstrong
William & Jacqueline Bourret
Andrew & Wendy Davidson
Dick & Dorothy Kuntz

Dennis Ashmore
Arlene M. Kato

Katherine Aune
James & Frances Combs
Wyman & Delilah Taylor

Marvin E. Aune
James & Frances Combs

James A. Balzer
Rick & Janet Connell
Bryan & Sandy Daul
Jerry Ferderer

Lane & Sheryl Freiboth
K & K Trucking

Stanley & Renee Kuntz
Pat McCraney

Ken Meske

John & Janet Momper
Brad & Traci Ponkratz
Randy & Connie Sixel
Harold & Judith Spilde

Leo J. Bartley

William & Jacqueline Bourret
Arlene M. Kato

Thomas J. Bauer

Patricia A. Bauer

Sam J. Beck

Inez F. Bray

Florence M. Boysun
Randal & Susan Boysun

William J. Bretz

Arlene M. Kato

James L. Brown

Pete & Terry Skones
Marion B. Brown

Dennis Brown

Kevin Lake & Dr. Libby Lake

Christine Brymerski-Clough

Jerome & Caroline Chvilicek
Arlan M. Butler

Family & Friends

Gene & Lula McDunn
Albert E. Reeves

Aletha A. Cavan
Demorise & Frances Allen
Casey R. Clark

Inez F. Bray

Deloris J. Clark

Ralph & Karen Skagen
Theresia Clark

Carl Clark

Sheila M. Conlon

James J. Dellwo
Jeanne M. Anderson

Bert & Peggy Guthrie
Roger & Joan Nummerdor
C. J. Dennis

Steve Dennis & Katie Lovern
Aloysius J. Diekhans
Richard & Debra Gannon
David A. Doran

Gerald & Catherine Kuntz
Kathleen A. Shryne

Daniel & Terri Wassmann
Terry & Lynn Williamson
Robert E. Doughty
James & Mary Larson
Cleo Doyle

Carol A. Winchell

John Duff

Sean & Jessica Kelly
Helen B. Duncan

Lewis & Clark Literacy Council
Walter & Edith Schneider
Swan Family

Herbert Eakman
Ronald & Sherilu Davis
Alma M. Ecklund
Richard D. Ecklund

Michelle Eguchi
Ralph E. Olson

Eugene Erbetta
Torrance Police Retirees
Association

Frederick P. Erickson
Richard & Marcia Hocevar
Thomas E. Evans
Daniel & Rhonda Works
James W. Farmer
Barbara J. Malcomb
Steve Ferda

Susan M. Sands
Darlene J. Forsman

Shirley J. Stephens
The Animal Haus

Herbert J. Frick

Caroline L. Bergen

John R. Blanchet

Erin M. Chapman

Tim & Amy Chapman

Kevin & Elizabeth Cornell

Maribeth I. Doan

Dutton State Bank

Thomas & Carla Fuhringer

Donald & Corlis Goodell

Frank & Margaret Goodell

Arthur & Evelyn Habel

Gerald & Janice Hystad

Robert Le Suer, Larry Le Suer,
& Cleo Gellatly

Eva McDunn

McRag Inc.

Karen Moullet

Richard & Angela Neill

Dean & Cheryl Nelson

Michael & Marlys Nelson

Michael & Catherine Odden

Linda M. Quilling

Barry & Nancy Rafferty

Franklin & Jean Schoonover

Amy Storle

Russell & Stella Verbael

Collette T. Wilson

Katrina Wilson Martin

Wrights Trucking & Harvesting LLC

Candace L. Zion

Theresa M.
Ghekiere-Richardson

David & Patricia Van Tighem

Kathy Van Tighem

Audrey S. Groth

Gloria A. Jacoby-Moore

Loren & Peggy Stach

Edward W. Haag

Doris W. Seaton

Donald N. Hackwith

Roger & Pamela Barnes

Roberta D. Smith

Jim & Traci Womack & Family

Anthony P. Hahn

The Hahn Family

Larry A. Hanson

Donald & Leslie Hanson

Barbara L. Harrison

David & Elaine Harrison

Morgan & Kara Harrison

Tina & Todd Harrison

Marco & Krista Longoria

McKenna & Matthew Longoria

Sharon I. Hasbrouck

Joann K. Sutton

Jean M. Hastings

John & Teresa Korpela

Karen F. Hatch

Johnson Family

Eva K. Heilman

Arlene M. Kato

George E. Holzheimer

William & Jacqueline Bourret

Donald V. Horan

Gloria A. Jacoby-Moore

James Hutchinson
Dianna L. Bliss



Your Gifts Make a Real Difference

Shirley J. Jacobsen
Andrew & \Wendy Davidson
John W. Jacobsen

Denny L. Johnson, Sr
George & Areti Dritsoulas
Gerald & Nita Johnson
Levi & Michelle Johnson
Hildegaard Verploegen

Kelvey L. Johnson
Barbara G. Cooper

Kenneth A. Johnson
Bert & Peggy Guthrie

Norma G. Johnson
Bob J. Baldwin

Patricia A. Johnson
Kneelon & Carol Teague
Michael & Susan Parker
William & Juanita Polston
Terry & Helen Reistad
William & Gaylene Salonen
Mary Pat Smith

Terry & Lynn Williamson

Irene C. Justice
Joann K. Sutton

Lance A. Koke
Carol A. Winchell

John A. Koslosky

The Burke Family

Sandra K. Cummings
Bradley & Gena Gremaux
Tim & Debe Jankiewicz
James & Sandra McKenna
Brad & Peg Nimmick
Robert & Bonnie Pancich
Cindy Reiquam

Dr. Stephen & Lois Spencer
Robert & Janet Thomson
Michael & Tina Wong

George 0. Kozik

Carol Entner Teague & Family
Brad & Vicki Robinson

Dennis Russell & Marian Palmer

Harlen Kravik
Ralph E. Olson

Rose Kuntz

Patrick & Wanda Brosten
Robert & Suzanne Klauer
Sharon R. Kougl

LaVerne C. Mangold
James & Sandra McKenna
Kevin McWilliams & Penny Hill
McWilliams

Millikin Staff

Bill & Carol Shuler

Joann K. Sutton

Renate E. Weldele

Annona D. Larkin
James D. Larkin

Elizabeth R. LaRocque
Lynus & Shirley Sebastian

Harvey F. LaRocque
Lynus & Shirley Sebastian

Nick P. Lazanas
Dianna L. Bliss
Robert & Gayle Gregovich

Carol M. LeFurgey
Dr. Marcella L. Barker
Marilyn Carlson

Larry & Susan Cline

Marlene L. Doll
Family & Friends
John & Marcia Leaf
Katherine I. LeFurgey
Lillian M. Malek
Marlene G. Protsman
Lynette Ross-Mwaniki
Ruby I. Singer

Larry & Lynda Vielleux
Gary & Carol Young

Janette LeMaster
William & Joyce Coyle

Jan LeMieux Nelson
Ken Meske
James & Anne Trunkle

Maxine E. Lewis
Sandra Clapshaw
Peter & Jo Ann Thornburg

Dr. James E. Liebelt
Richard M. Allen
Aaron & Paula Barns

& Mark Sampson
Sheryl L. Friden
Patrick & Christi Gunderson
Dennis & Judy Idler
Jeanne M. Liebelt
Atsuyuki & Cynthia Naka
Timothy & Katherine Padden
Charles & Janet Plant
Norita M. Stewart
David & Patricia Van Tighem
Kathy Van Tighem
Linda M. Van Tighem

Walter W. Lins
Peggy Burt
Dean & Vicki Mertes

Roger Marcum
Judith A. Klette

Eleanor F. Mares
Raymond & Claudette Delger

Roy W. Martin
Mary Ann Leonard

Ardice E. McCraney
Jean Carson

Dorothy A. McGee
Katherine M. Benzel

Barbara J. Mechels
Arlene M. Kato

Lyla M. Meske
Elaine M. Balzer
Harry & Linda Berg
Ronald & Sherilu Davis
Shirley A. Edwin
Family & Friends
Lane & Sheryl Freiboth
Bruce & Janet Kempf
James & Mary Larson
Beverly A. LeMieux
Charles & Kelly Maki
Pat McCraney
Ken Meske
Harry & Lilli Milton
Marjory H. Morse
Harvey W. Niemi
William & Juanita Polston
Darlene Sanford
Bernard & Phyllis Schaaf
Harold & Judith Spilde
M. Joseph Weber

& Kandice L. Morse

Jane R. Meyer

Stanley F. Meyer

Verna M. Miller

Raymond & Claudette Delger

Arlan J. Moravec
Frank J. Moravec

Audrey J. Moravec
Frank J. Moravec

David C. Muckey

Peggy F. Berg

Hunter Michelbrink & Janine
Hepburn

Wendell C. Olson

Doris B. Mudd

Dr. John H. Avery & Dr. Susan
H. Avery

Charles & Barbara Byrne
Laura E. Flaherty

Greg Goode

Louise M. Haaby

Cole & Mary Hartl

Jackie Kranz

James & Susan Kranz
James & Mary McGregor
Marie E. Mitchell

Mitchell Development &
Investments, LLC

Bret & Cheryl Murphy
Theodore & Mary Ann Olszewski
John & Shauna Paul

Dale & Judy Schwanke
Doris W. Seaton

Southpark HOA Inc

Patty Taurman

Herbert & Patricia Wyatt

Richard J. Munro
Irene E. Young

Dewane M. Myre
Marvin & Bettie Ambuehl
Jess & Ronda Anderson
Ralph Cox & Alta Buford-Cox
The Burke Family
George & Marilyn Clinger
Joseph Eve &

Melanie VanKoten-Eve
Marlin & Ann Graff
Arthur & Lynn Hebert
Dr. Jeffrey & Joan Kessler
Penny Mayer
Patrick & Patricia 0'Connell
Ralph E. Olson
Harry & Betty Peterson
Carol E. Sliper
Jean F. Sloan
Barry & Melinda Waters

Floyd T. Nobbs
Jeanne Nobbs

Alda L. Nurmi

Terry & Daryl Lynne Albrecht
Diane L. Nelson

Roger & Regina Paul

Nada V. Pitt

Victor & Shirley Tacke

The Pinochle Bunch

Don & Diane Willems
Claude T. Oeleis

Charles W. Freeman

Joseph & Dorothy Joyce
James & Sandra McKenna
Tab Vinzant & Henrietta Hubenka
Bernard & Georgia Vogel

Margaret C. Olson

Frank Jasicko

Velma J. Johnson

James & Mary Larson

Montana ExpoPark Advisory Board
Jeri L. Payne

Dale & Judy Schwanke

Donald R. Stocker, Sr

Laura M. Osterman
City of Great Falls

Fiscal Service Department
Peter & Karen Corda
Char Diaz
Therese M. Griffith
David & Brenda Hatten
Maureen M. Newman
Kenneth & Lynda Osterman
Doug & Carol Rice

Dorothy T. Phillippe
Judy E. Burg

Daniel Kline

Gerald & Terry Snodgrass

Wendell D. Phillips
Dianna L. Bliss

Michael & Judy Carter
Jan Conners

Doris A. Koth

Jeff & Millie Platisha
Robb & Elizabeth Soltesz

Harold Poulsen
Richard & Sharon Panasuk

Donald K. Poush
Carolynn M. Gies
Ronald & Sarah Green
PEO Chapter BD
Nancy G. Poush
Carollee D. Vernon

Elizabeth M. Quickenden
George H. Bandel

Rita E. Cheek

Billie Conners

Pamela D. Crisp

Rodney & Patricia Davidson
James & Donna Delaney
Mike & Marlyn Gersack
Bob & Jane Gersack
Ronnie & Cathi Hemry
Kernaghans Service Inc.
Verna B. Kessner

Jerald & Marlene Killion
Charles & Elsie Lorenz
Richard & Mary Ann Lucas
Randall & Becky McDaniel
Judith C. Onstad

Robert & Carlee Schott
Arlyn & Sandra Seidler
Patricia A. Strand

Robert & Carol Urga

Donald D. Rebal
Jeanne M. Anderson
Lynette Bolender
Russell & Cheryl Klette
Jeri L. Payne

Quality Life Concepts
W. E. Roberson

Gregory & Ann Simpson

Dennis Richards
Michael T. Heine
Nancy G. Roch
Harry Z. Roch, DDS

Frank Rubis

Inez F. Bray

Daniel Ruff

Lloyd N. Hagen

Daniel Ruff Family

Mark Ruff

Terry & Fred Williamson
Jeannette B. Ryan
Eleanor J. Walter

Jack Schwartz

45th & 12th Condo Association
Patricia Coolidge

Owen & Elizabeth Leraas
Patricia Sharp
Anonymous

Terry J. Sheppard
Arlene M. Kato

Gerald L. Smith
Thomas & Marilyn Hall
Mary Pat Smith

Lester W. Smith
Richard & Elaine Walters
James Stanley

Albert E. Reeves

Patsy M. Stensaker-lves
Ben E. Ives

Curtis A. Storle

Ida Becker

Anna Christ

Richard D. Ecklund
Freda V. Stuart

David & Marilynn Leland
James A. Super
Gloria A. Jacoby-Moore
Edward Sutton

Joann K. Sutton

John E. Sutton

Joann K. Sutton

Archie Swan

Charles & Kelly Maki
Margaret M. Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki
Thelma R. Tacke
Charles & Ethel Sutej
Murray L. Taylor
Karen K. Taylor

Jim Thielman

Gregg & Kimberly Ibes
Stanley W. Tiffany
Marilyn Hensley

Leslie M. Turner

Gary & Kathleen Davis
Kristin L. Englert

John & Teresa Korpela
Patricia A. Strand

Kathy Van Tighem
Louie Van Setten
Glen & Marilyn Enderson
Bert & Peggy Guthrie
Michael & Vicky Miller
Patti J. Miller

Gary & Kim Ralph
Gerald P. Van Tighem
Linda, Jennifer &
Jessica Van Tighem
Elizabeth H. VanDyken
Henry & Alice Schuman

Continued on page 14



Gerald H. Vosherg
Continued

Benefis Spectrum Medical Staff
William & Jacqueline Bourret
Randall & Patricia Carlson
Judy M. Christensen

Dr. Bob & Helen Coleman
Contract Flooring

Gilbert & Karen Day

Otis C. Eastman

Family & Friends

Mary A. Froehle
Marianne Haigh

Betty J. Henderson
Marilyn Hensley

Gregg & Patricia Holt
Cynthia A. Jenkins
Marvin & Susan Jordan
James & Linda Kathman
Mark & Patty Kohoutek
Marvin & Donna Korb
John & Teresa Korpela
Doris A. Koth

Robert & Deborah Kuntz
James & Sandra McKenna
Barbara L. Moe

Diane L. Nelson

James & Georgia Nickle
Michael & Susan Parker
William M. Patterson
Cheryl L. Patton

Billie Jo Peterson

Jeff & Millie Platisha
Leslie A. Poletto

Dale & Judy Schwanke
Betty J. Soltesz

Robb & Elizabeth Soltesz
Dan & Helen Spurgin
Connie Thompson

Glenn & Peggy Tremper
Linda J. Vosherg

Wausau Supply Company
Brett & Doreen Weber
Barbara Woith

Larry D. Walter
Eleanor J. Walter

Judy A. Waring

Tamara Dimke

Chris & Karen Ellsworth
Carl & Anna May Erickson
Marilyn M. Hamer

Kim Launer

Judith R. Ludtke

Robert & Sherry Meadors
George & Lynn Mitchell
William & Shirley Rammer
Carolyn Saindon

Harold & Judith Spilde
Kathleen Swallow

Louise R. Toole

John & Janet Ulias

Delores White
Ralph E. Olson

Betty Jean Williamson
Denise Conrad

Fred & Bonnie Martens
Robert & Sherry Meadors
Beryl R. Munns

Pete & Stacey Rowe
Arley Wiseman
Raymond & Sherry Lyons

Your Gifts Create Lasting Legacies

Roger F. Wolter
William & Jacqueline Bourret
Sandra Clapshaw

Doris A. Koth

Nancy A. Lewis

Mac & Sandee Main

Art & Sandra Matteucci
Tavie McKay & Family
Dean & Cheryl Nelson
Michael & Susan Parker
Harold & Judith Spilde

Barbara J. Young
Steven & Christine Bartelt
Family & Friends

James & Judith Henderson
Kenneth D. Holmes
Richard & Eleanor Holmes
Robert & Carol Holmes

William Zier
Jeff & Millie Platisha

IN'HONOR OF

Mark & Lynn Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Brian & Lisa Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Susan Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Dr. Bryan E. Martin
Carol Winchell

Peace Hospice Caregivers
Ken Meske

Bridget Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Mary Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Richard Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Dr. Daniel R. Walker
Carol Winchell

Sletten Cancer Institute
Funds & Endowments

Badger Booster Club

Big Sky Pro Rodeo
Roundup Committee

Loyd & Pamela Bowen

Kevin J. Brodock

Casey K. Buckingham

Grant & Mercede Eve

Pearl D. Hansen

Paul & Lori Husted

Rodney S. Johnson

Karl Tyler Chevrolet

Beverly A. Koch

Paul & Kristy Leach

William & Sylvia Lucchese

George & Colleen McCabe

NorthWestern Energy

Order of Eastern Star HCR
Chapter 71

Errol & Stacy Rice

Sacajawea Elementary

Beverly Sachsenmaier

Simms High School

J. Robert & Patricia Sletten

Leroy Strand Estate

Tough Enough to Wear Pink—
Central Montana

US Bank Foundation

R. William & Linda Walsh

Whipps LLC

IN MEMORY OF

Robert L. Anderson
Samuel & Sandra Speerstra
Richard Artz

S. William & Marie Mosher

James A. Balzer
Ronald & Carol Shipley

Marion B. Brown
Pat K. Wohlgemuth

Robert E. Doughty
Patricia Coolidge
Jacqueline A. Gagne
Carolyn J. Green
William A. Graves
Gene & Bonnie Knight
Lennie J. Hansen
Great Falls ASA Inc.
Billie Jo Peterson

Larry Hodge

Patricia M. Hodge

John A. Koslosky

William & Jacqueline Bourret
Tim & Debe Jankiewicz
Arlan J. Moravec

Frank J. Moravec

Audrey J. Moravec
Frank J. Moravec

Jim Robertson
Robert & Darlene Miller

Debbora C. Sabo
Debra Day
Amber L. Steers

Mary E. Silvius
William & Penny Meeks
Margaret L. Sorensen
Timothy A. Sorensen
Patsy M. Stensaker-lves
Ben E. Ives

Delores White

Larry & Eileen Bolstad
Alice Bratton

James & Carolyn Carver
Carolyn Echols

Arthur & Lynn Hebert
Charles & Sandra Hull

P. Daniel & Julia McElliott
Eloise Morehead

Ralph & Ellen Rasmusson
Andrew & Annette Rinaldi
Delwin & Leslie Suhr

Todd W. Willman
Ed & Thelma McMaster

Rick Woodward
Beth & Zach Woodward

IN'HONOR OF

Elaine M. Balzer
Ronald & Carol Shipley
David Carlson

David & Karen Carlson

Suzanne Dieruf

David & Karen Carlson

Carolyn J. Green

William Green

Barry & Ann Remus

Todd, Michelle, Connor
& Makia Remus

Kim & Travis Wray

Nina Lacey
Kathleen P. Lacey

Dr. Bryan E. Martin
Anonymous

Sletten Cancer Institute
Radiation Oncology Staff
David & Karen Carlson

Dr. Patrick Tang
David & Karen Carlson

Dr. Gerald W. Tuck
Gene & Bonnie Knight

All Other Funds
& Endowments

Dr. Francis & Helene Allaire
American Heart Association, Inc.
Donna B. Bagley
Joel & Sheila Brueland
William & Amy Carmichael
James D. Conroy
Joseph & Karin Di Salvo
Joseph & Bonnie Dicapo
Evans Benson Farms Inc.
Bonnie J. Gardner Trust
Rayn M. Ginnaty
Wendy Gray
Great Falls Holiday Village
Great Clips
Great Falls Emergency Services, Inc
James Healy & Dr. Ellen Wolf
Dan Hollow
Jordan L. Husted
Paul & Lori Husted
Dr. Donald & Kay Jelinek
Joseph N. Blankenbaker
Charitable Trust
Kevin & David Langkiet
Caroline A. McConville
Margaret M. Meissner
Montana Healthcare Foundation
William & Connie Morris
Muscular Dystrophy Association Inc.
Brenda Neiffer
Terry & Paula Olinger
Darlene S. Pugh
David & Karla Runkel
Russell & Linda Say
Abigail J. St. Lawrence
State of Montana
Stockmens Bank
Dave & Marsha Stokes
Dr. Bill J. Tacke
& Mrs. Barbara J. Teberg
The Boeing Company
Employee Gift Match Program
Agnes F. Tomsheck
Town Pump Charitable Foundation
Betty Van Setten
Debra Vance
Ed & Sue Warren
Brent & Shelly Weber
Wicked Seasoning
Kathy M. Yarger
Thelma H. Zeller

IN MEMORY OF

James A. Balzer

Jeffrey & Jolaine Plant

Gary & Charmaine Ponkratz
John K. Thane

Dorene Thompson

Gerald & Carol Thompson
Terry & Fred Williamson

Joyce M. Bowman
Hartelius, Durocher & Winter, PC
Keith D. Brodock
Barbara W. Brodock
Ronald Christiaens
Patricia Y. Christiaens
Patricia Conroy

Ted Szudera

Darcy L. Dengel
Homer & Susan Arthur
Marie Gray

Alfred & Elaine Wiseman
Emma Rae Heinitz
Marcus & Anna Strange
Kenneth A. Johnson
Gloria Clark & Family
Herbert Karst

John A. Koslosky
Michael & Susan Parker
Ardelle K. Landeen
Ronald J. Olson
Marilyn J. Lang

Russ & Terry Hanson
William M. Lowden
Ruth Lowden

Jessie Maneely
Robert & Marsha Diekmann
Margo A. Smith
Patricia A. Nordrum
Russ & Terry Hanson
Margaret C. Olson
Rick, Janine & Christina Hansen
Cynthia A. Peterson
Rich & Donna Dengel
Elizabeth M. Quickenden
William & Mary Hurley
Doris L. Smith

HUB International

John & Marcia Leaf
Mary Mathson

Robert T. Tomlin
William & Linda Booth
Kamdyn D. Tweet
David & Beckey Tweet
Kellyn G. Tweet

David & Beckey Tweet

IN HONOR OF

All Benefis Caregivers
John Preston

Dr. Bill & Lynn Bloemendaal
Carla Bloemendaal

Anne J. GCampbell

Russ & Terry Hanson
Karen Schoonover
Kyle & Veronica Watterud
Jean Stillwell

Kyle & Veronica Watterud
Kevin Vigen Family
Randall & Becky McDaniel
Marty Vigen Family
Randall & Becky McDaniel



Thanks to our Greatest Need Donors, AvaSys Comes to Benefis

Together We Improve Patient Care

Thanks to the generosity of donors to the Benefis
Foundation Greatest Need fund, the AvaSys
TeleSitter Solution — a technology available to
reduce patient falls while also improving patient and
nurse satisfaction — is now being used at Benefis.
The AvaSys TeleSitter is a remote patient observation system that
enables continuous audio and visual monitoring of high-risk

patients from a central station. It allows staff to immediately
and directly intervene when a patient is at risk of self-harm.

For example, a patient at risk of faling may
decide to go to the restroom in the middle of
the night and not buzz for assistance. When
the monitor technician sees that the patient is
getting out of the bed without assistance, the
tech will say, “Joe, please wait a moment, and
a nurse will be there quickly to assist you.”

Deb Vance, Director of Patient Flow and
Medical Nursing Services, brought a request for
funding to the Benefis Foundation, explaining
the importance of this new technology. Deb
explained, “The AvaSys System has proven
results in hospital settings in the reduction
of inpatient falls, and it was important that
we have this cutting-edge technology
available at Benefis.”

Thanks to Benefis Foundation Greatest
Need donors, Benefis was able to purchase
12 AvaSys TeleSitter remote observation
towers. These towers are mobile, so they
can be moved from room to room to
efficiently direct resources to those patients
most in need of monitoring for their safety.

These devices allow 12 patients to be
monitored by a single monitoring technician.
This allows the clinical team members more
time to care for their other patients.

Benefits of the technology include:

Ability to monitor more patients at a
time in an effort to reduce falls and
related injuries.

Improved employee satisfaction as the
clinical teams are spared disruption of
their workflow and the emotional
impact of falls.

Improved staffing efficiencies as the
clinical team can be out on the floor
instead of watching high-risk patients
one-on-one.

Your gift to the Greatest Need Fund helps
support important projects such as the
AvaSys system. Please consider a gift to
continue enhancing this program and
others that improve patient care

and safety. 4+

Our donors deserve proper recognition for their generosity. If your name is listed incorrectly, please contact us & allow us
to apologize & correct our records: 406.455.5840 or by email, foundation@benefis.org.
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Leroy Strand: A Life Well-Lived and a Legacy Well-Planned

Leroy Strand was born in lowa in 1919
and started his cattle business with
two calves he bought for a 4-H project.
Leroy and his father later partnered

and grew a very successful
cattle-merchandising business.

Each year, the Strands would come to
Montana to buy cattle to ship back to their
stockyards in lowa. During their annual
cattle buying trips, they came to know
many of the ranchers and ranches in
Central Montana. When the Osnes’ ranch
near Geyser went up for sale, the Strands
took advantage of the opportunity. The
Strands purchased the property and
established the Strand Ranch in 1944.

Because of their sound business practices
and land stewardship, the Strand Ranch
grew to become one of the best cattle
operations in the region.

Leroy’s first wife, Norma, died in 1975 after a
two-year battle with cancer. Twenty-three years
later, Leroy’s long and affectionate relationship
with the Benefis Foundation began.

Leroy’s gifts to the Foundation date back

to 1998, with a generous donation of

$1,000 to the “Cancer Care Fund.” The
Foundation staff and Board members
continued to communicate with Leroy over
the years, maintaining and strengthening their
relationship. One highlight was when Dr. J.W.
Bloemendaal visited Leroy on his ranch.

Over the years, Leroy gave generously
to Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute,
Greatest Need Fund, Angel Fund, Peace
Hospice, and Gift of Life Housing. Leroy
was of the “civic-minded” generation,
supporting his community regularly.

On August 2, 2016, Leroy passed away at
the age of 97. He had a plan for his estate—
upon his death, his ranch and cattle were
transferred to a private foundation he and
his second wife, Claris, established to
benefit students and several communities

in Central Montana. A portion of the
remainder of his estate benefitted many
area charities, including Benefis Foundation.

The Benefis Foundation was honored to
receive an estate gift from Leroy totaling
approximately $880,000. This gift will
benefit our community for many years to
come through some of the funds Leroy
supported throughout his life, including

Giift of Life Housing, the Greatest Need Fund,
and Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute. 4

Leroy loved driving visitors around his
ranch, showing off the wonders of the land.
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